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◼ About the Book 

Korea is a country surrounded by powerful and contending neighbors such as China, Japan and Russia. 

Due to its geopolitical circumstance, it often experienced in its history being caught in a triangular 

relationship between two other powers such as China and Japan. Toward the end of the 16th century, 

Korea was invaded by Japan which attempted to use it as a pathway to China. After the end of World 

War II, Korea was a prize that two victors of the war, the United States and the Soviet Union (Russia), 

sought to place it under their influence if not control. Eventually, they agreed to a shared occupation, 

dividing the country into two halves. Today, seven and a half decades later, Korea (still divided into 

north and south) has become the focal point of the Sino-American rivalry. The fateful predicament of 

being the third leg of various triangular relationships has taught Koreans to tread a tightrope of 

conducting international politics in order to keep their country intact and safe. Sometimes they 

succeeded, other times they couldn’t. This book traces back how Korea has dealt with the challenges 

and how they will cope in the years ahead. 
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