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The Refugee Experience

O
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Exit—rising numbers cite
“political” motives

Pervasive psychological
distress linked to
experiences in North Korea
and China

Experiences in China

B Little interest in
permanent resettlement
in China under current
rules

B Pervasive problems in
employment

m Difficulties of on-
migration

Reasons for Leaving North Korea

1.3%

B Economic Conditions

B Political Freedom
Religious Freedom

W Fear (afraid to do

anything wrong)
H Other




Economic and social change

The easiest way to make moneyin North Korea is... The best way to get ahead in North Koreais...
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Famine Post-famine Post-reform Famine Post-famine Post-reform
M Engage in corrupt or criminal activities & Become a government or party official
B Work hard at assigned job W Join the army
M Engage in market activities M Engagein business

M None of the above M None of the above




Criminalization of economic

activity

Market activity
associated with

50% higher
arrest rate

Severe
punishment

Political
intimidation and
economic
predation
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First had Trial and Conviction

Yes No

Abuse observance rates at "labor training
center" by prisoners enduring a typical-
lengthincarceration

Execution Forced Starvation Death by Torture or
Beating




Political inr
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Increasing
access to
foreign media

Associated with
more dissenting

plications:“"everyday
forms of resistance”
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Access to Foreign Media

Reform

Retrenchment

B | did not have access to
foreignnews or
entertainment programs.

B | had access to foreign news
or entertainment programs
but did not watch.

B 1 watched or listened to
foreign news or
entertainment programs
including videos or DVDs.

People make jokes about the Government

Post-famine

Reform

Retrenchment

Bl Unclear/Don't know
W Agree & Totally Agree
H Neutral

M Disagree & Totally Disagree




The Market Syndrome—the
regime is right to fear the market

[0 Participants in

The North Korean Economy gets better or market activities
worse mainly because of...
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i Other/ No Opinion -
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Id Situation in the World Economy in General

M Policies of Foreign Governments B More | i kely to

M Policies of the North Korean Government commun icate
views to peers




Counterfactuals

Sentiments about the Government "Kim Jong Il's Regime is Improving":
(approval . . .
and Economy: ratings) Sample vs. National Projection
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Nat'l South Korean Survey Chinese Survey
BETTER OFF Note: Brackets display confidence intervals at the 95 percent confidence




Human rights policy matrix

Resident population

Refugees

« Official dialogue

* Penal system

« Humanitarian relief
« POWs/abductees

« Family unification

» Nonofficial
exchange

 Decriminalize exit
» Free repatriates
 Enable
determination

 Information
» Labor standards

US:

 Implement NKHRA
« Support asylum
seeking

» Refugee
scholarships

China

« Ease forced
repatriation

« UNHCR access



Eyes Open Engagement

Address material deprivation and
encourage institutional change

Humanitarian assistance
B Improve programmatic quality
B Encourage agricultural reforms

Development assistance
B International financial institutions
B Target non-state enterprises

Commercial engagement




Whither North Korea?

Looming succession

Widespread discontent, but an absence
of civil society institutions

Exiting the system: Everyday forms of
resistance

The market as a zone of autonomy and
freedom

“Intensify contradictions”: Constrain an
unccountable regime




Thank you for your attention
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Check out our new TRANSFORMATION:
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