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Weekly Opinion
Coursework in the Streets

J “pal/l hews g —Walking Around and Getting

by The Yomiuri Shimbun Yoichi Sato, Professor, Faculty of Social Sciences, Was¢

NEWS BLOG 2% #r80(Japanese Edition)

SOCIETY BUSINESS WORLD SPORTS EDITORIAL FEATURES

Behind the Propaganda Wars / Influential groups
support S. Korean position in U.S.
v it o 8 [ e

Ma;or anti-Japan activity by Korean-Amencans

The Yomiuri Shimbun

This is the second installment of a series on
China and South Korea's propaganda wars
against Japan.

Maryy school textbooks refer 1o the
Sea of Japan ako as the "East Sea
the name usad by South Korga

Memorials erecied for so-called comion
women, with rederence 10 “more than
200,000 women and girts kidnapped by

South Korea is intensifying its broadcasts of
messages critical of Japan, as China has also
done. The Inited States_ in nartienlar. has

[The Japan News] 2014.7. 2
Behind the Propaganda Wars / Influential groups support S.

Korean position in U.S.

The Yomiuri Shimbun

This is the second installment of a series on China and South Korea’s propaganda wars
against Japan.

South Korea is intensifying its broadcasts of messages critical of Japan, as China has
also done. The United States, in particular, has become a major battle front for South
Korean organizations, both public and private, to deploy their “Japan-bashing.”

In March, the Asan Institute for Policy Studies, a leading South Korean think tank,
compiled a report in which it harshly criticized Japan over the sovereignty issue of the
Takeshima islets (known as Dokdo in South Korea), as well as the so-called comfort
women issue, and called for the United States to support South Korea’s viewpoint on
these issues.

Unless there is clear opposition (from the United States) to Japan’s responses,
concerning the distortion of historical facts, it may damage public support for the South
Korea-U.S. alliance and foster the perception that Korea-U.S. relations are competitive
rather than cooperative, the report said.



The institute was established in 2008 by Chung Mong Joon, the sixth son of Chung Ju-
yung, founder of the Hyundai group, a leading business conglomerate.

Chung is a past chairman of the ruling Saenuri Party (formerly known as the Grand
National Party). He was a presidential candidate in 2002 and remains a leading figure
on the South Korean political scene.

A number of former high-ranking officials in the U.S. government have attended forums
organized by the institute, including former Secretary of State Madeleine Albright and
former Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs Kurt Campbell.
Reports made by the institute have often been quoted by leading media outlets,
including The Wall Street Journal and Bloomberg in the United States, and The
Financial Times in Britain.

A senior Foreign Ministry official said, “We cannot ignore the [institute’s] influence,”
but added that the ministry has not taken any countermeasures, as the institute’s
criticism of Japan “is not on a governmental level.”

As a matter of course, overtures to the U.S. Congress are a measure taken seriously by
the South Korean government, too.

According to U.S. records under the Foreign Agents Regristration Act, funds spent in
the names of “the Government of South Korea” and “the South Korean Embassy in the
United States” on parties who conduct lobbying activities totaled about $20.7 million
(about ¥2.1 billion) for the January-June 2013 period—50 percent higher than the
comparable figure for Japan.

Activities of private organizations representing Americans of Korean descent are also
brisk. There have even been tangible “results” over the comfort women issue.

Such groups include Korean American Civic Empowerment (KACE), the Korean
American Forum of California (KAFC) and the Korean American Public Affairs
Committee (KAPAC). All of them are private organizations established to call for
enhanced social status and rights for Americans of Korean descent.

In the last few years, however, they have been making approaches to local governments
and state assemblies to set up memorials—in particular copies of a statue of a girl
symbolizing so-called comfort women. The number of locations where the statue or
other memorials stand has reached six, at least, since 2010.

An official in charge of public relations at KAFC replied in written form that its
activities are intended to persuade the Japanese government to officially admit to having
made more than 200,000 women in Asia and the Pacific region live as sex slaves during
World War 11, make a formal apology and assume historical responsibility.

Supporting these grass-roots activities are American residents of Korean descent, whose
number is growing fast in the United States.

According to statistics compiled by the U.S. Census Bureau, the number of Americans
of Korean descent stood at about 1.7 million as of 2010, about a 40 percent increase
since 2000, surpassing the number of Americans of Japanese descent, which totaled
about 1.3 million at that time.

In Virginia—with the fifth-largest ratio of Korean-Americans among the 50 states—a
bill was passed into law this spring requiring public school textbooks in the state to
refer to the Sea of Japan also as the East Sea, the name used by South Korea.

After the state’s Senate passed the bill in January, the Japanese Embassy in the United
States concluded a contract with leading lobbyist in the state, while Kenichiro Sasae,



Japan’s ambassador to the United States, asked the Virginia governor and members of
Virginia’s House of Delegates not to pass the legislation, but with little effect.

“Among Americans of South Korean descent, there are many first- and second-
generation South Korean-descended citizens. They have often brought anti-Japan
sentiments, nurtured back in South Korea, into the United States as they are. They also
have a very strong sense of solidarity,” said an official of the Japanese Embassy, weakly,
after the bill was passed through the Virginia House of Delegates with an overwhelming
majority.

http://www.the-japan-news.com/news/article/0001366437



http://www.the-japan-news.com/news/article/0001366437
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