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SEOUL, June 9, 2016 – The Asan Institute for Policy Studies announces the publication of a 

survey report, “The Asian Research Network: Survey on America’s Role in the Asia-Pacific,” 

in collaboration with the United States Studies Center at the University of Sydney, the 

Shanghai Institute for International Studies, the Asahi Shimbun, and the Centre for Strategic 

and International Studies (Jakarta).  

 

The report features a number of revelations about public opinion on trade, the Trans-Pacific 

Partnership, the US-China relationship, the likelihood of conflict in the region, and how 

South Korea, Australia, China, Indonesia, and Japan view their neighbors. Some interesting 

findings include the following:  

 

 The United States is considered the most influential country in Asia among three of 

five countries – South Korea (60%), Japan (48%) and Indonesia (47%). However, the 

respondents in Australia (69%) and China (56%) rate China’s influence above that of 

the US.  

 

 When asked about the future influence in Asia, majorities in three of the five 

countries – China (77%), South Korea (67%) and Australia (64%) - nominate China 

as the most influential in 10 years.  

 

 Respondents across the five countries want a stronger relationship with both the US 

and China. More than half of South Koreans report that they want stronger 

relationships with both the US (53%) and China (57%).  

 

 North Korea is seen as the most likely source of conflict in Asia in all countries 

(Australia 62%, South Korea 51%, Japan 50%, Indonesia 36%) except China, where 

56% report that Japan is the greatest security risk. 37% of Japanese also see China as 

a potential source of conflict in Asia.  

The sample size of the South Korean survey was 750 people aged 19 and over. The 

margin of error was ±3.6% at the 95% confidence level. The survey was conducted by 

YouGov which employed the online survey to collect the data during October 13-23, 

2015.  

Research Team includes:  

Dr. J. James KIM, Research Follow (jjkim@asaninst.org)  

Mr. KANG Chungku, Senior Research Associate (ckkang@asaninst.org)  
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The Asan Institute for Policy Studies (http://en.asaninst.org/) is an independent think tank that 

provides innovative policy solutions and spearheads public discourse on the core issues in Korea, 

East Asia, and the world. Our goal is to assist policymakers to make better informed and 

mutually beneficial policy decisions. The Asan Institute, established in 2008, has successfully 

hosted a series of international conferences including the Asan Plenum, the Asan China Forum 

and the Asan Nuclear Forum. It has also published a number of books, such as China’s Foreign 

Policy, Japan In Crisis, and The Arab Spring. The institute has been ranked among the world’s 

top 100 think tanks by the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (CASS) in 2015. 


