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 From April 1-3, 2014 the Asan Institute for Policy Studies conducted a public opinion 

survey on the favorability of countries in the region, perceptions of relations between 

countries, and the favorability of selected leaders. 
 

 In a reversal from March, Prime Minister Abe (1.3) was viewed more favorably than Kim 

Jong-un (1.1) on a zero to ten scale. While 57.8% cited “zero” favorability for Mr. Abe, 

65.3% stated the same for Kim Jong-un. In February, Abe’s favorability was 1.1 while 

Kim’s was 1.3. In July 2013, the first time this question was asked, Mr. Abe (1.7) received 

significantly higher marks than Kim Jong-un (1.1).  
 

 Japan (2.5) was seen more favorably than North Korea (2.3) for the first time since January 

2014. The United States (5.9) had the highest favorability rating on the zero to ten scale. 

China (4.8) was followed by Russia (3.8). 
 

 The Korea-U.S. relationship continues to be seen as highly cooperative, with 78.7% stating 

as such. This was a slight decrease from 82.23% in March, but an increase from a low of 

74.4% in December 2013. As for the Korea-China relationship, it is increasingly seen as 

cooperative. While 51.1% saw it as cooperative in December 2013, 59.6% now see it in 

that manner. 
 
 The sample size of each survey was 1,000 people over the age of 19. The margin of error 

was ±3.1% at the 95% confidence level. The survey employed RDD for landline and 

mobile telephones. 
 

 

  

 

 

        

       

 

          

 

 

About the Asan Institute for Policy Studies  

The Asan Institute for Policy Studies is an independent think tank that provides innovative policy 

solutions and spearheads public discourse on the core issues in Korea, East Asia and the world. Our 

goal is to assist policymakers to make better informed and mutually beneficial policy decisions. The 

Asan Institute, established in 2008, has successfully hosted a series of international conferences 

including the Asan Plenum, the Asan China Forum and the Asan Nuclear Forum and published a 

number of books such as China’s Foreign Policy, Japan in Crisis, The Arab Spring, Escape From 

Camp 14 and The Orphan Master’s Son. The Asan Insitute for Policy Studies ranked 6th in "Top 45 

Think Tanks in China, India, Japan and the Republic of Korea" and was the only domestic think tank 

that was selected in the "Best Think Tank Conference" by Think Tanks and Civil Societies Program at 

the University of Pennsylvania.. 
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